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2005 Colorado State Trails Symposium Theme2005 Colorado State Trails Symposium Theme

Developing inter-city trails as a means of 
revitalizing economically distressed regions, 
strengthening local and state tourism and promoting 
alternatives to auto-based commuting.
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This theme is also applicable in rural settingsThis theme is also applicable in rural settings
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Step #1: Open the process to everyone
Step #2: Map existing trails
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Bike Links 36 HistoryBike Links 36 History

Map bike facilities in the US 36 corridor 
from Boulder to Westminster
Plan future trails in the corridor
Participation was voluntary and cost 
for project was shared 
1 year timeline
Team effort to win a GOCO grant
Create a planning tool for all agencies
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Bike Links 36 Final ProductBike Links 36 Final Product

Printed user map for Bike to Work Day
Corridor planning maps of missing links
Printed user map for Bike to Work Day
Corridor planning maps of missing links



Step #1: Open the process to everyoneStep #1: Open the process to everyone

Involve all municipalities in the process
Choose a neutral agency to guide the 
project
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Step #1: Open the process to everyoneStep #1: Open the process to everyone
Engage the public in a creative processEngage the public in a creative process
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Step #2: Map existing trailsStep #2: Map existing trails



Classify facilitiesClassify facilities
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Local StreetLocal Street



Classify surfacesClassify surfaces

Soft SurfaceSoft Surface Hard SurfaceHard Surface

CombinedCombined Natural SurfaceNatural Surface



AdvancedAdvanced BasicBasic

ChildrenChildren

Classify usersClassify users

Other User Types
Equestrians 
Hikers
OHV
Inline Skaters
Dogs
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Classify for purpose?Classify for purpose?

RecreationRecreation TransportationTransportation

Use GIS as a mapping tool
Work with stakeholders on classifications
Define the final product after classifying
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Step#3: Identify Missing LinksStep#3: Identify Missing Links



Use input to plan Regional CorridorsUse input to plan Regional Corridors
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Partners can find common groundPartners can find common ground



Partnership 
should endure 
after project is 
complete
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Successful trail planning is about
networking, design and location
Successful trail planning is about
networking, design and location



Trail planning goes 
beyond borders
Trail planning goes 
beyond borders



Leveraging capital 
improvement  
projects completes 
missing links 
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Developers will build trails according to 
your plan
Developers will build trails according to 
your plan



Trail budgeting needs to be creative!Trail budgeting needs to be creative!



Bike Links 36 in Action: 
City and County of Broomfield Trails
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Building relationships to leverage resources
for the completion of the overall trail system



•Community trail 
planning

•Trail systems in 
proposed private 
sector developments
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Community Trail Planning



••Greater Greater 
awareness of awareness of 
neighborsneighbors’’ trail trail 
goalsgoals

••Importance of Importance of 
neighborhood, neighborhood, 
community and community and 
regional trailsregional trails

••Mapping Mapping 
efficiencyefficiency





Southeast Corridor Trail – Missing Link
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Trail Systems in Private Sector Development



Northwest Parkway

I-25

• Anthem-State Highway 7 Regional Trail (3.5 miles)

• Connections to: Lafayette, Erie, Coal Creek Trail, 
Rock Creek Trail, and I-25





•• US 36 Bike US 36 Bike 
ExpresswayExpressway

•• US 36 EIS, US 36 EIS, 
Wadsworth EISWadsworth EIS

•• Active Active 
Living/Transit Living/Transit 
Oriented Oriented 
DevelopmentDevelopment
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Intergovernmental Trail Planning
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